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The Pilgrimage of the 
Brethren in Christ 
"The founding of the Brethren in Christ Church oc-
curred in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in the vicinity 
of the rural community of Stackstown near the Susque-
hanna River. According to tradition, the first baptism 
occurred sometime between 1775 and 1788 in Conoy 
Creek, which flows through Stackstown. 
The founders were deeply committed to the Word of 
God. From it they concluded that the Christian life began 
through an experience of heartfelt conversion and that the 
converted were called to follow God's will faithfully in a 
visible community of fellowship and service. 
The small nucleus of founders grew into two larger 
bodies known as "River Brethren" in the United States 
and "Tunke r s " in Canada. In 1879 these two branches of 
the movement united in a single General Conference, 
which is the predecessor of the one now assembled in bien-
nial meeting. 
Our spiritual forebears proclaimed the Word to others. 
As a result there are today Brethren in Christ churches and 
fellowships in Rhodesia, Zambia , India, Japan, Cuba and 
Nicaragua. 
In 1974 the General Conference of the Brethren in 
Christ passed a resolution designating the year 1978 as the 
time to observe the 200th anniversary of the founding of 
the Church. 
It is therefore appropriate that this General Conference 
proclaim the year 1978 as the 200th anniversary of the 
Brethren in Christ Church, with the general theme, "The 
Pilgrimage of the Brethren in Christ ." We give recogni-
tion to our heavenly Father for His mercy and blessing 
upon us as a brotherhood. May this occasion be a time 
when we honor our spiritual fathers and mothers and dedi-
cate ourselves as they did to the quest for a biblical faith 
and an effective ministry to our age." 
• 
This proclamation was presented by Paul McBeth 
during the closing session of the 1976 General Confer-
ence. This was presented on behalf of the General Con-
ference Program Committee. 
Poetry Music ft Art h Drama 
Study guides are being prepared for use at the Men-
nonite World Conference to be held in Wichita, Kansas, in 
1978. These guides, six in number, will be based upon 
selected parables: The Hidden Treasure and Costly Pearl 
(Matthew 13); The Patch and the Wineskins (Mark 2); 
The Soils (Mark 4); The Seed Growing Secretly (Mark 4); 
The Good Samari tan (Luke 10); The Lost Son (Luke 15). 
John K. Stoner has been asked to write a study guide on 
the parable of The Good Samari tan. He has been asked to 
include in his study guide original poetry, art, music, and 
drama done by Brethren in Christ people. Although his 
interest is primarily related to the parable for which he is 
responsible he would welcome and pass on contributions 
based on any of the other parables. 
Readers who wish to share with Brother Stoner or the 
other writers in this effort may send their contribution to 
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Editorial 
Biblical Evangelism 
A T the General Conference of 1974 the title of Director 
of Evangelism was changed to Director of Evangelism and 
Church Growth. This was a significant change. It 
recognized a new concern and a new emphasis on the part 
of the denomination. 
As a church we have been strong on evangelism. Evan-
gelistic meetings were a part of both our winter and 
summer schedules. The Sunday school and the vacation 
Bible schools had decision days and were seen in part, at 
least, as evangelistic efforts. 
Our membership grew and new congregations were 
founded but the difference between the number of con-
verts, resulting from the evangelistic efforts, and the 
number added to congregational membership rolls was too 
great. We have been better at evangelism than at church 
growth. 
This is changing. Within the last few months I attended 
three congregations—and it is obvious that church growth 
is happening. It is also happening in my home congre-
gation. Congregations are crossing ethnic lines. The com-
munity is represented in the membership and attendants. 
Crucial to this emphasis on church growth has been a 
better understanding of the Great Commussion. Dis-
cipling is more than conversion. Discipling is not set apart 
from baptism and teaching but these are really ampli-
fication of what discipling is all about. 
Discipling is more than obtaining a decision resulting in 
conversion. It, of course, is that or it isn't anything. But it 
is more. It is bringing the convert into the church and, 
through fellowship and teaching, to a walk of obedience to 
the teachings of Christ. This means that discipling is a con-
tinuous task. 
The symbol of the church as a family—the family of 
A Text: Used 
"If my people who are called by my name humble them-
selves, and pray and seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will for-
give their sin and heal their land" (II Chronicles 7:14). 
This promise made by God to Solomon following the 
dedication of the Temple is a great text. It is being greatly 
used during America's bicentennial. It fits the mood of 
concerned Christians who are also American citizens. The 
need for national healing is obvious. The thorough-going 
means of healing as stated in the text are terms Christians 
understand. 
In spite of my sympathy with the desire for national 
repentance and healing, I must confess some uneasiness 
with the current use of this text. I find it a most appropri-
ate text when applied to the church. It does not seem quite 
so appropriate when applied to the nation. 
The use of the text in relation to a nation seems some-
what presumptuous. " I f my people who are called by my 
name . . ." hardly relates to a nation. Could we imagine 
the early church applying that phrase to the Roman 
God has meaning for us in understanding discipling. This 
should be a symbol easily understood by us who have 
traditionally used the term brother and sister in describing 
our relationship. 
As in the human experience so in the spiritual, birth 
signifies life and potential but little else. Cultural patterns, 
moral values and social behavior come through teach-
ing—verbal and non verbal, conscious and unconscious. 
This is an essential part of family and parental respon-
sibility. This is the picture of a new-born in Christ. 
Christ ian virtues and Christ ian maturi ty comes in 
response to the relationships experienced and the teach-
ings received within the church. This is a part of discipling 
just as is evangelism. 
For the Christian the spiritual family is the local con-
gregation or a group within this congregation. One of the 
tasks of the pastor and the church board is to keep this 
ministry of the local congregation under review to deter-
mine the quality of parenting which is being done. There is 
the obligation to determine the basic needs of the mem-
bers—new and older—and to ask if these needs are being 
met. 
The joy experienced as a new child is born into the 
family (congregations) will be accentuated by the 
evidences of growth and maturity of the one who was once 
a child. (Each age has its own rewards for the parents.) 
This maturity does not happen automatically in either the 
human or the spiritual family. This is why discipling needs 
to be more than evangelism. 
We have often divided the great commission into three 
parts—discipling, baptizing, and teaching. It would be 
more accurate to see it as a unit—discipling, of which bap-
tism and teaching are essential elements. 
Z 
and Misused 
Empire or to one of the provinces? One of the perils of 
nationalism is the assumption that our nation is in a 
special way related to God and His purpose. This naturally 
leads to seeing nations which oppose our purpose as resist-
ing God's purpose. No nation today stands in the relation 
to God as did Israel. No nation of the family of nations is 
"my people called by my name." 
The second factor which makes the current usage ques-
tionable is our failure to see the church, rather than the 
nation, as the recipient of the promise. The church is the 
new people of God who are called by His name. 
The text is a text for the church. When there is spiritual 
drought, when life is at a low ebb, and vision and passion 
are lost; when holiness of life is ignored, and the promise of 
healing is needed and the conditions of healing proclaimed. 
Then we need to go to this text and call the church to 
repentance. 
Perhaps our present usage of the term has recognized 
these distinctions. Perhaps I have made a straw-man and 
my fears are not justified. I hope so. But just in case—. 
Z 
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The knowledge of God does not 
need to be a guessing game 
T H E R E it was, in the middle of the 
Sahara Desert! Was it a mirage? The 
men could scarcely believe what their 
eyes registered: An airplane, almost 
intact, sitting on the sands of the vast 
desert. 
When they examined it more close-
ly, they found it was a World War II 
Vintage U.S. Air Force Bomber, and 
on the fuselage they could still read the 
words: "Lady Be Good." 
Thus ended one of the mysteries of 
the war—whatever happened to Lady 
Be Good, the bomber that book off for 
a mission in North Africa and never 
was heard from again? Now a second 
mystery emerged. The plane was 
found at least 400 miles past its desti-
nation in the desert. Yet, when the 
instruments were checked out, they 
were found to be still operating and 
accurate. 
Investigators finally surmised that 
Lady Be Good had overshot its goal 
by 400 miles because it got into a high 
altitude air current that doubled its 
speed, without the crew knowing it. 
What evidently happened was that the 
crew knew how long the flight or-
dinarily took, and when they reached 
their destination in half the time, they 
assumed their instruments were in 
error and flew on. Eventually they ran 
out of fuel and crash-landed in the 
desert. A hundred miles from the 
plane, the searchers found the re-
mains of several of the crew who had 
perished trying to get help. All, of 
course, had been lost. 
Lady Be Good, the plane whose 
crew wouldn't believe its instruments, 
is a parable of a world which is lost 
and perishing because it will not be-
lieve. We know more—and perhaps 
believe less—than any other genera-
tion. We know more about political 
science, and trust our politicians less; 
more about child psychology, and 
trust our children less; more about 
marriage, and trust our partners less. 
A popular French philosopher says, 
"All truth is a hoax; all certainties are 
functioning lies." 
Part of the present uncertainty 
comes from the fantastic changes in 
our way of life. Perhaps the basic 
trouble is this: we aren't sure of things 
because we aren't sure of God. 
Even many professing Christians 
have become timid, hesitant and un-
sure. Some have been shaken up by 
the "God is Dead" theology and have 
come fearfully to their minister 
asking, "is it true?" A lack of cer-
tainty is evident on the part of many 
professing Christians as to their rela-
tionship to Christ. Because of this, I 
want to try to answer the question, 
"How can I know I am a Christian?" 
The uncertainty we feel around us 
was not a characteristic mark of the 
early Christians. Open the New Testa-
ment and you walk into a different 
world. The book of Acts and the 
Epis t les b r e a t h e conf idence and 
assurance. Boldness toward man and 
confidence toward God marked the 
full assurance that they had. 
Now it is possible that someone 
may truly believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, yet not have "full assurance of 
faith" (Hebrews 10:22). But God cer-
tainly wants to give us this assurance. 
Some people rebel against the idea 
that we can be sure of our salvation. 
They think it smacks of arrogance and 
presumption. They ask, "How can 
anyone be so good and holy as to say, 
'I know I 'm going to heaven? '" But 
the Bible warns us not to boast about 
our own achievements. Our salvation 
is a gift, not an achievement. That 's 
why we can never let assurance turn 
into arrogance, or Christ-confidence 
turn into self-confidence. Jesus plainly 
warned us to beware of false assur-
ance and self-righteousness. 
There is such a thing as genuine 
assurance which is not boastful but 
humble, and which rests not on our 
goodness, but on the mercy and 
strength of God. One whole book in 
the New Testament is written to deal 
with this—The First Letter of John. In 
chapter 5, verse 13, it says, " I have 
written like this to you who already 
believe in the Name of God's Son so 
that you may be quite sure that, here 
and now, you possess eternal life." In 
6ther words, he is writing to those who 
believe, so that they might also know. 
Can you say today, " I too know whom 
I have believed?" 
Why does John give an entire letter 
to deal with this? Why is Christian cer-
tainty so important? For one thing, we 
need to know how we stand with God 
if we are going to grow in the Chris-
tian life. We can't grow in our Chris-
tian lives if we keep digging and grub-
bing around to see how we stand with 
Christ. We need to have Christian cer-
tainty if we are going to enjoy the 
Christian life. 
Then, we need to have Christian 
certainty if we are going to share the 
faith effectively. How can we ask 
someone to stake his life on some-
thing we're not sure of? If people sense 
an " i f ' or a "maybe" in your voice 
when you talk about your faith, you 
can't blame them if they hesitate to 
commit themselves to Christ. Life is 
not a dry run; it's the real thing, and 
people have only one life to commit. 
The knowledge of God does not 
have to be a guessing game. It is your 
birthright, if you are a child of God by 
faith in Christ. And if you're not, you 
can enter into that relationship today. 
When I was a boy, I became very 
concerned as to whether I was really a 
Christian. I thought I had trusted 
Christ as a smaller boy years before, 
but I wasn't sure. I asked my mother 
and she gave me some wise advice. 
"Why don't you tell God about it?" So 
I prayed and said something like this: 
"Dear God, I think I received Jesus as 
my Savior before, but if I didn't I want 
you to know I do now." And God 
brought to my young heart the cer-
tainty that my life was secure in 
Christ. 
He wants to give that same gift to 
you. Will you ask Him now? 
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The Bible and Culture 
R. V. Sider 
T H E Brethren in Christ Church has 
experienced unprecedented changes 
within the last 30 years. In all of these, 
a deliberate effort has been made to-
ward a clearer understanding of the 
Word of God on one hand and a more 
effective ministry in the world on the 
other. Admittedly not everyone who 
has participated in the process of 
change has necessarily done so out of a 
desire to better please the Lord. Some 
have changed without scriptural un-
derstanding for the change. Here lies a 
deep concern. Change takes place in 
every generation. That is as it should 
be. It is however, of utmost im-
portance that change is directed by the 
Spirit toward a clearer understanding 
of the will of God for the church: "To 
serve the present age, my calling to 
fulfill." 
Understanding New Testament Culture 
To achieve a better understanding 
of God's will for us, we may profit 
from a consideration of how to apply 
the New Testament Scriptures in light 
of the culture of the day in which they 
were written and the culture in which 
we live. The historical circumstances, 
language, geography, biology, and in-
deed the entire culture of Bible times is 
different from ours. Bridges of under-
standing must be built from the period 
of Bible history to the present. The 
building of the bridges takes study, 
thought, and prayer. The particular 
bridge of our concern spans the cul-
tural gap between the New Testament 
times and ours. 
A legitimate question is "What is 
culture?" H. Richard Niebuhr in his 
book Christ and Culture defines cul-
ture as follows: " I t comprises lan-
guage, habits, ideas, beliefs, customs, 
social organization, inherited arti-
facts, technical processes, and values. 
Culture is the work of men's minds 
and hands. . . . Again, culture in all its 
forms and varieties is concerned with 
the temporal and material realization 
of values.'" 
The writer is bishop of the Canadian Confer-
ence and Director of Evangelism and Church 
Growth. 
Jesus and Paul 
Jesus, in the flesh, lived in a world of 
culture. One might say in worlds of 
culture. He was a Jew. In addition to 
Hebrew, He spoke the colloquial lan-
guage of the people—Aramaic. This 
was the deposit of the Babylonian 
occupation centuries before. He also 
knew, and doubtless occasionally 
spoke, Greek. This was from the in-
fluence of Alexander the Great 's con-
quest of the Middle East. And Jesus 
lived under the rule of Rome as had 
His countrymen for more than six 
decades before the incarnation. In the 
vortex of these cross-cultural influ-
ences "The true light that gives light to 
every man was coming into the world" 
(John 1:9). He, the timeless One, 
brought light to all men of all times 
that they might see and know the one 
and only true God. 
The Apostle Paul felt the influences 
of the same cultures as did his Lord. 
While Jesus did not travel beyond Pal-
estine, the Lord called Paul ". . . to 
carry my name before the Gentiles and 
their kings and before the people of Is-
rael" (Acts 9:15). Paul summed up his 
strategy, "Though I am free and 
belong to no man, I make myself a 
slave to everyone, to win as many as 
possible. To the Jews I became like a 
Jew, to win the Jews. To those unto 
the law I became like one under the 
law (though I myself am not under the 
law), so as to win those under the law. 
To those not having the law I became 
like one not having the law (though I 
am not free from God's law but under 
Christ's law), so as to win those not 
having the law. To the weak I became 
weak, to win the weak. I have become 
all things to all men so that by all pos-
sible means I might save some" (I 
Cor. 9:19-22). 
Paul's life demonstrated his cul-
tural sensitivity to the Jews by cir-
cumcising Timothy (Acts 16:3) and 
personally submitting himself to Jew-
ish laws and vows (Acts 21:17-26). 
Similarly he identified with the Gen-
tiles by staunchly defending the deci-
sion of the church regarding circum-
cision, " . . . that we should not make it 
difficult for the Gentiles who are turn-
ing to God" (Acts 15:19). At Athens 
he turns to the Greek culture and 
quotes from their poets (Acts 17:28). 
Jesus and Paul brought eternal truth 
to people in the cultures where they 
found them. They did not com-
promise truth but they did adjust their 
presentation of the message to the cul-
ture of those to whom they min-
istered. 
Comparing New Testament 
Culture with Ours 
Several years ago I was required to 
write a paper on the divorce issues 
facing the church. One of the facts 
which assisted me was to learn that 
divorce was as prominent, or more so, 
in Jesus' time on earth as in ours. A 
Jew could divorce his wife if she 
burned his soup. Marriage break-
down was so widespread in the empire 
that people weren' t bothering to 
marry. It is in this light that Jesus 
teaches of the permanence of mar-
riage and "The disciples said to him, 
'If this is the situation between a hus-
band and wife it is better not to 
m a r r y ' " (Matt. 19:10). In this in-
stance the cultural overtones relating 
to marriage breakdown are similar to 
western culture. 
In that day as well persons turned to 
the Scriptures to support the cultural 
a n d / o r religious status quo. The 
Pharisees were particularly adept at 
this. They sought to judge Jesus 
whether He healed on the Sabbath or 
ate the standing wheat. The practice 
continued. Niebuhr says of Clement, 
who lived about 200 A.D., that he 
" . . . always seeks connection be-
tween his rules of dissent, sober con-
duct and the example or words of 
Jesus Christ, but the relation is usually 
a strained one, and often made pos-
sible only by ascribing the whole New 
Testament to Christ, the Logos of 
God. His use of bread and fish in feed-
ing the 5,000 indicates His preference 
for simple foods; if men are warned 
against shaving, it is not only because 
to page thirteen 
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It could happen in your church 
Matthew 18 Goes to Camp 
Eric Stanton 
A s C A M P PASTOR at Camp 
Lakeview my responsibility was to 
lead a vesper service each evening as 
well as to be available for counseling. 
(Of course, there were some addi-
tional responsibilities such as protect-
ing myself from being thrown in the 
lake, running in the 50 yard dash, the 
1,000 foot, and the four-man relay in 
the camp "Olympics," helping pull in 
a capsized canoe, jumping into the 
water to help a young lady who had a 
head on collision with another young 
lady in a four lap swimming race from 
dock to raft, leading a caravan of cars 
in the rain to a nearby state park 
where a group of drenching wet 14-
year-olds were camping after a back-
packing trip, and accompanying the 
Camp Director to a nearby donut 
shop!) But 1 want to share how the 
Lord led us all to experience break-
throughs in our relationships with 
each other at camp, the coming of the 
Spirit to a final vesper service, the 
effect this has had in my church and 
home, plus its potential for you. 
Every pastor must learn that it is 
impossible to please all the people all 
the time. The first evening of Camp I 
made a valiant effort to get next to the 
youth. I basically tried to act like a 
youth, used some jokes, and did some 
nontraditional things which the Lord 
had used successfully in the 1975 
Camp. This reached some in 1976 but 
others were definitely "turned off." 
The second evening I used a more 
traditional approach; I did not stand 
behind a pulpit but I did preach. This 
reached some but others were definite-
ly "turned off." Soon I sensed there 
was a division in the camp in many 
o the r a r eas besides the diverse 
opinions about me. Murmuring and 
disputes seemed to me to be breaking 
out everywhere. I asked the Lord, 
"Wha t shall I do?" His response was, 
"Teach Philippians." 
John 10:10 records that Jesus said, 
"The thief comes to steal and destroy, 
I am come that you might have life 
and have it more abundantly." The 
outline that I used for Philippians 
claimed there are four thieves which 
come to rob us of spiritual life and 
The writer is pastor of the Carland congrega-
tion of the Central Conference. 
God 's presence: 1) Bad circum-
stances, 2) Bad things other people say 
and do, 3) Jealousy and the desire for 
things, and 4) Worry. 
Paul who had every reason to mur-
mur and complain when he wrote 
Philippians from prison wrote a letter 
filled with joy. How could he do it? He 
overcame the four thieves by cultivat-
ing a single mind (Phil. 1), a submis-
sive mind (Phil. 2), a spiritual mind. 
(Phil. 3), and a secure, positive mind 
(Phil. 4). 
In fear and trembling I taught 
Philippians Wednesday evening. I 
pointed out that Paul cultivated' a 
single mind for he did not live to enjoy 
circumstances; he lived to serve Jesus 
Christ. The groups were in different 
locations Wednesday night and I 
sensed the vesper with the young 
group went well but the older group 
was too tired from the backpacking 
trip to be very responsive. 
Thursday evening the counselors for 
the 14-year-old group suggested we 
again have separate vespers. At first I 
responded negatively because I felt 
camp unity would be hindered, but 
then I agreed and pondered if this 
could be the Lord's way of answering 
my prayer that morning, " L o r d , 
please give me a breakthrough with 
the 14-year-old group." Vespers were 
held with the young group. 
Later the older group surprised me 
by coming into the lodge and request-
ing we sit in a circle behind closed 
doors. Then one of tteeir counselors 
encouraged them to individually share 
their thoughts about me with me. This 
was Mat thew 18:15-17 in action! 
Much of what they shared was true 
and much hurt me deeply but helped 
me greatly. There was one thing 
shared which I felt was unfair. It was 
apparent that they were comparing me 
with their own pastors, thus noticing 
one or more character traits and per-
sonality traits they disliked at the 
expense of overlooking good quali-
ties. 
I thought about how often we do 
this at home and in the church. I 
thought about the many times I fail to 
realize that my children actually do 
more things right than they do wrong! 
I thought that we often notice the one 
or two qualities of our pastor and 
fellow Christians which we dislike at 
the expense of considering and sharing 
the many good qualities. The Bible 
says we should have an honest report 
and I wondered why the honest reports 
I hear are almost always malicious 
and destructive when an honest report 
should include many of the positive 
constructive things about a brother or 
sister in Christ too! 
We then discussed Philippians 2 
where Paul encourages us to cultivate 
a submissive mind. We recognized 
that doing so involves a willful deci-
sion to serve our fellow man, identify 
with his needs by walking a mile in his 
moccasins, and laying down our own 
life and reputation for him. The Lord 
gave us a tremendous breakthrough as 
I came to realize what the youth 
wanted and needed, asked Christ to 
change some of my personality traits, 
and achieved honest communications 
with the youth. In turn, the youth 
walked a mile in my moccasins, came 
to understand why I was doing some 
things they did not like, and recog-
nized that it is an error to compare 
men with men at the expense of look-
ing for the unique gifts and functions 
given by Christ to each of His ser-
vants. 
Friday was truly a new day at 
Camp. As I mingled with the campers 
I sensed the dark veil of division was 
gone. Having established right rela-
tionships with each other we dis-
covered that the Spirit came to us in a 
precious way Friday evening. Friday 
evening vesper was a contemporary 
w o r s h i p s e r v i c e . T h e s e r v i c e 
emphasized the gifts given to us 
through Jesus Christ and called us to 
reach out to Christ with praise and 
reach out to each other with love. Love 
for things (Phil. 3) and worry (Phil. 4) 
seek to poison us with a self-centered-
ness which will prevent us from reach-
ing out and receiving Christ's life day 
by day. But we can overcome by culti-
vating a spiritual mind and a secure 
mind, by simply trusting the Lord as 
we sow seeds of love, cultivate a devo-
tional life with Him and a sacrificial 
life with our fellow man. 
At one point during the celebration 
we passed a candle around the room 
and as each person passed the candle 
to page twelve 
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Religious News 
U . S . Criticized for "Not 
Dealing With Hunger" 
Lis tening to pol i t ic ians ' speeches these 
days has been a " s i cken ing exper i ence" to 
wor ld- t rave l ing A r t Beals , d i rec tor of 
W o r l d C o n c e r n at K ing ' s G a r d e n . 
" I r ea l i zed , " he recal led, " t h a t no t once 
did (a Pres ident ia l cand ida te ) address the 
fact t ha t out t he re is a needy wor ld , dying 
today . A n d we seem to have no th ing to 
s a y . " 
Beals , w h o sees A m e r i c a fai l ing to deal 
with world hunger , says he is a f r a id " th i s is 
expressive of a na t iona l insanity t h a t gr ips 
u s . " 
H e told min is te r s at t he Sea t t l e Assoc ia -
t ion of Evangel ica ls t h a t there is a world of 
" inc red ib l e n e e d " in which mos t pover ty is 
in " a belt of h u n g e r " which circles the 
ea r th at the e q u a t o r . " 
"I W a s Proud and Spoiled," 
Denver Pastor Blair Says 
" I b e c a m e a p r o u d , cocky p reacher . I 
b e c a m e spoiled in an e ra in which it was 
easy to b e c o m e a g l a m o r boy. I happened 
to find a congrega t ion t h a t loved m e . " 
S o said P a s t o r Cha r l e s E. Blair of 
Ca lva ry T e m p l e in a Denver Pos t inter-
view. T h e min is te r is on re t rea t in t he 
m o u n t a i n r e s o r t c o m m u n i t y of Va i l , 
C o l o r a d o , fo l lowing his convict ion on 17 
coun t s of f r a u d u l e n t prac t ices in the sales 
of securi t ies . 
" I was spo i led , " P a s t o r Blair said, look-
ing back on his ca ree r as pas to r of the 10th 
largest congrega t ion in the na t ion , the 
i n t e r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l C a l v a r y T e m p l e . " I n -
s tead of s taying h u m b l e be fo re G o d , I ran 
all over the world to see how our miss ion-
ary do l la r s were being spent . I took ad-
van tage of an aff luent society and the g i f t s 
of the people, but I was t o o busy to heed 
the deta i l s of the c o r p o r a t i o n s . " 
H e re fe r red to t he Temple , the Char l e s 
E . Blair F o u n d a t i o n , and the Life C e n t e r , 
all of which entered vo lun ta ry bank -
ruptcy . Inves to r s lost $14 mill ion in the re-
lated co rpo ra t i ons . 
Because of his pr ide, a r rogance , and 
fa i lure to pay a t t en t ion to deta i ls , P a s t o r 
Blair sa id , " I deserved to fail. In a lot of 
a r ea s I wasn ' t very b r i g h t . " 
" F o r the first t ime in m y life I have 
c o m e down f r o m the pulpi t , wi thout the 
halo and whi te r o b e , " the minis te r de-
clared. H e has been on a p rayer - fas t re-
t rea t s ince a few days a f t e r his convict ion 
A u g u s t 13, and on A u g u s t 27 moved to a 
rented c o n d o m i n i u m here, where he has 
been jo ined by his wife Bet ty . 
50,000 in Capital Hear Moon 
9n Last U . S . Public Address 
S o o n a f t e r all men " a c c e p t one Mes -
s i ah , " the k i n g d o m of G o d will c o m e to 
ea r th , S o u t h K o r e a n p reache r Sun M y u n g 
M o o n p romised an e s t ima ted 50,000 per-
sons in W a s h i n g t o n , D .C . , a t his last 
scheduled public a p p e a r a n c e in the Un i t ed 
S ta tes . 
H e spoke in K o r e a n f r o m a p l a t f o r m 
described as the largest ever built on the 
Wash ing ton M o n u m e n t grounds . In the 
address , which took abou t 35 minu tes in-
cluding consecut ive t rans la t ion , he never 
said who the Mess iah would be, but nei ther 
did he say anyth ing to dispel the belief of 
m a n y of his fol lowers tha t he is the mes-
siah. 
Jesus Chr i s t was ment ioned as the 
Mess iah who c a m e to Israel , but M r . 
M o o n descr ibed H i m as unsuccessful in 
tha t role since J u d a i s m failed to recognize 
and work with H i m . Chr i s t ' s fa i lure to 
unify the world 2,000 years ago mean t t ha t 
the es tab l i shment of the k ingdom of G o d 
on ea r th was delayed, he told the th rong on 
the M o n u m e n t g rounds . 
T h e Korean p reacher , who has a t t r ac ted 
thousands of disciples a round the wor ld , 
then proposed a sort of "new t r in i ty" to 
res tore and unify the world. H e dec la red , 
" J u d a i s m was G o d ' s first centra l religion, 
and Chr is t ian i ty was the second. T h e Un i -
fication C h u r c h is the third, coming with 
the new revelat ion tha t will fulfill the final 
chap te r of G o d ' s providence. These cent ra l 
religions m u s t uni te an A m e r i c a and reach 
out to uni te religions of the wor ld . 
Luis Palau, Third World Evangelist, 
Is New Overseas Crusades President 
In a m o v e believed to be the first such 
occasion, an evangelist f r o m the Thi rd 
Wor ld has been n a m e d president of a 
U .S . -based miss ionary agency. 
Evangel is t Luis Pa lau , on the 25th an-
niversary of Overseas Crusades , Inc. , suc-
ceeded D r . Dick Hill is as president of the 
in t e rdenomina t iona l agency. 
Dr . Hillis, 63, who founded the miss ion, 
had requested tha t the Board of Di rec tors 
offer the presidency to the Overseas C r u -
sades boa rd m e m b e r . 
" O u r b ro the r accepted the pos i t ion , " 
Dr . Hill is m a d e clear, "on ly a f t e r the 
boa rd assured him tha t the new respon-
sibilities would in no way hinder his world-
wide evangelist ic min i s t ry . " 
Luis P a l a u , 41, first met Dick Hillis in 
C o r d o b a , Argen t ina , in 1958. Pa l au a f t e r -
ward enrol led in the G r a d u a t e C o u r s e at 
M u l t n o m a h School of the Bible in Po r t -
land, O r e g o n . The re he met and m a r r i e d 
Pa t r i c ia Scofie ld . They have four sons. 
Mennonites in Canada 
T o Buy U p Wheat 
M e n n o n i t e s here have announced a plan 
u n d e r wh ich C a n a d i a n f a r m e r s m a y 
dona t e whea t to c rea te a reserve for food 
emergencies t h r o u g h o u t the wor ld . 
T h e M e n n o n i t e Cen t r a l C o m m i t t e e , 
which announced the plan last m o n t h , 
hopes to build up a food bank with federal 
gove rnmen t financial ass is tance and will 
s ta r t accept ing wheat under a plan which 
will last five years . 
F o r this yea r ' s p r o g r a m , the C a n a d i a n 
In t e rna t iona l Deve lopment Agency has 
p romised a basic $1,000,000 with m o r e to 
c o m e in succeeding years . F a r m e r s within 
the plan receive p a y m e n t for the whea t 
a f t e r the C a n a d i a n W h e a t Board assesses 
revenues and expenses at the end of each 
c rop year . 
Christians Who Don't Speak 
In Tongues Aren't 
Second Class, Charismatic Says 
A Uni ted M e t h o d i s t scholar who has 
had experiences in speaking in tongues for 
the pas t 12 years , said tha t the pheno-
menon does not involve a special bap t i sm 
by the Holy Spir i t . 
Dr . R o b e r t G . Tut t le , a professor at 
Ful ler Theologica l S e m i n a r y in P a s a d e n a , 
Ca l i fo rn ia , asser ted tha t " t h o s e who em-
phasize a special bap t i sm of the Holy 
Spiri t a re those who messed up their first 
conversion exper ience ." 
H e told pa r t i c ipan t s in the annua l 
Uni ted M e t h o d i s t C o n f e r e n c e of the La i ty 
tha t he is "s ick and tired of people feeling 
like they a re second-class Chr i s t i ans be-
cause they do or do not speak in t o n g u e s . " 
Islam Recognized Officially 
By Austrian Government 
T h e A u s t r i a n g o v e r n m e n t r e c e n t l y 
decided to give official recogni t ion to t he 
religion of I s lam. 
Official recogni t ion entit les C h u r c h e s 
and the Jewish religion to cer ta in r ights 
and privileges not accorded to rel igious 
movemen t s or sects not recognized . 
A m o n g these r ights is tha t of impa r t i ng 
religious ins t ruct ion in the coun t ry ' s s t a te 
school system. Un l ike the Un i t ed S t a t e s , 
religious educa t ion for R o m a n Ca tho l i c s , 
Lu the rans , Jews, and m e m b e r s of o ther 
recognized religious bodies is an in tegral 
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In groups of two (above) and in seminars (below), the gospel of Jesus Christ is presented to seekers and 
drifters. 
India in-a-direction, and collecting as-
sorted unrelated experiences, by 
chance, becomes a "way to fill up the 
time." This kind of bemusement and 
near-despair rarely affirms life, but 
constantly negates it. There's a scary 
apathy here, a too-serene smile. 
There's little "joy of living," no great 
causes to espouse, no heroism, no in-
tensity of thought or feeling, no future 
goals to anticipate. 
Interception 
Interception means to break into 
the loneliness of a person sorrowfully 
resigned to being imprisoned to his 
own solitude with no right to have or 
ask any support from anyone else. (A 
proportion of the people coming to 
India, which we meet, are somewhere 
between this kind of despair and a des-
perate resolve to try just about any-
thing to relieve or give respite.) Inter-
ception means offering him human 
Writing before they left India on furlough, 
the Smiths describe some of the people they contact 
in their L 'Abri-type of ministry in Delhi. 
RENDEZVOUS DELHI 
Joe and Marietta Smith 
A S I G N I F I C A N T percentage of 
young Western wayfarers passing 
through Delhi have now given up seek-
ing for final answers either in drugs or 
in Eastern religions. They are half-
heartedly collecting haphazard experi-
ences, letting life happen as in a game 
of chance. Their apathy is symp-
tomatic of a virulent form of existen-
tialism which is marked by a nihilism 
that doubts if the parts of life can 
make a meaningful whole, since the 
final "absurdity," certain death, is 
staring one in the face—the end of the 
saga. Their question is, " D o we live 
before we die?" 
No Answers, Hence, No Seekers 
M a n y w h o w e r e f o r m e r l y 
"seekers," now having taken the posi-
tion that there cannot be answers or 
universals, no resolving of contradic-
tions, become "drifters." What breaks 
one's heart is this terrible resignation 
Joe and Marietta Smith have taken a furlough 
assignment at the Temple Campus of Messiah 
College (Philadelphia), where Joe is Chaplain 
and teaches a course in contemporary theology. 
of a person who has accepted the 
premise that aloneness and absurdity 
are norms for life. Thus many we meet 
are no longer seeking for a unified field 
of truth, no longer consider them-
selves "seekers," not even seekers for 
self-realization. They haven't come to 
compassion and friendship on the 
basis that he is my kind, of in-
estimable value because he has been 
created in the image of God, and thus 
has intrinsic worth. Interception also 
means offering him sufficient content 
so that the gospel of Jesus Christ is 
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With Compassion 
Esther Mann, R.N. 
"Each believer of the Lord Jesus Christ has had a special call from the 
Spirit. Not merely a call to embrace Christ, but a call to work, and to the 
proper place for work and for witness. In His dealings with His people, He 
makes known what He desires; and for the most part every Christian 
knows, or did once know, what the Spirit of God wished him to do, and to 
be in the army of the faithful."—OVERCOMER. 
credible. (For instance—that there is 
form and control in the universe, 
change is not in back of the Creator, 
there is also form in man, he is per-
sonal.) The Bible gives the only frame-
work making this reasonable. It is an 
abnormal universe, and because of 
men going autonomously their own 
way at the expense of other persons, 
and because they ignore and reject the 
living God, God Himself has put on 
every person the moral imperative of 
being reconciled with Him through 
Christ. 
" O n l y b e l i e v i s m " or " e a s y 
believism" are as much " t r ips" as any 
other kind. Our interception must not 
permit any "leaps of faith" into what 
may be emotionalism. Interception 
means to give honest answers to 
honest questions. Interception can be 
at any point—it can begin with the 
sharing of a hot cup of coffee, or the 
running of hot water for a tub bath for 
a weary and dirty body, or the bandag-
ing of a damaged foot (so common out 
here because we wear sandals), or a 
smile. 
A Delicate Balance 
The utmost challenge of living in 
today's culture is to keep a delicate 
balance in today's tensions, applying 
the gospel of Jesus Christ in an ever-
changing situation. Each person at the 
door has a totally new demand on us. 
F o r e x a m p l e , t a k e th ree recent 
visitors: 
A Californian, a Hari Krishna sym-
pathizer, arrived on a 747 Jumbojet 
tour for a first visit to India as a mem-
ber of the Krishna Consciousness an-
nual tour. He is on the staff of a col-
lege near Los Angeles. 
Another Cal i fornian , f rom the 
University of California at Berkeley, 
with a degree in Criminology and here 
in Delhi on a Professional Studies pro-
gram, is studying yoga and can now 
pass volumes of water through either 
nostril, as well as other parts of his 
body, at will. (The ideology is that by 
cleansing the physical body, one ar-
rives at purity of mind.) 
A young wife and mother from 
Europe, wandering out here alone for 
the third time, is in a sad state, living 
most of the time "in her own head," 
the result of probing into dark forms 
of mysticism. 
These three—a Californian Hari 
Krishna sympathizer, a Californian 
yoga disciple, and a Finnish Sufi 
mystic—we've spent hours of time 
with each of them, talking, praying, listening. All are seeking spiritual dimensions for life in India . . . in non-rational ways. 
"Walk with them, Resurrection. 
Help us teach them why You had to 
die." 
For the past year I have felt that my 
place of service has been in a men's 
ward of the Bulawayo Central Hos-
pital. I have found a great fulfillment 
in giving service with compassion, thus 
being a witness of our wonderful 
Savior. I know that the overcoming 
victory He gives me in my daily life 
can be enjoyed by anyone. For those 
who feel they have fallen apart physi-
cally, who are weak in body or for 
those who are discouraged in spirit, 
this can be true. 
I remember the young fellow with 
the knee operation. He had been 
taught from childhood the "com-
mandments" but was not willing to 
obey them. After discharge from the 
hospital, he returned to me asking for 
advice and instructions. Now he has 
received Christ with his whole heart, 
has followed in baptism and has joined 
an evangelical church. He is happy in 
the Lord. 
Another man from a town some 
distance away needed an operation on 
his e lbow. He was d i scouraged , 
wondering why he was having all this 
trouble. He could not work; he had a 
family to support but he was laid aside 
for awhile. He was in the hospital for 
several weeks but before he left, he 
had a clear testimony that his heart 
was clean and it was filled with the joy 
of the Lord. Just last week they were 
in Bulawayo and came to see me at the 
hospital. They were thrilled to tell how 
the Lord had been blessing them and 
the joy and peace which they have in 
their hearts. They are walking and 
leaping for the Lord. In their com-
munity they have started a prayer cell 
and some work with the Africans. 
Although Roy and Esther Mann retired from 
formal "missions service" in 1975. they have 
kept quite active. Recently they took a 
"furlough" circling the globe. After visiting 
their daughter (Ruth and Marlin Zook and 
family) in Japan, they shared in the General 
Conference and Roxbury and Ohio camps. The 
Manns are now back home in Bulawayo. 
I remember a number of months 
ago, a man was having severe back-
ache. He was put in traction and had 
complete bed rest for some time. 
While lying flat on his back, the Lord 
spoke to him. He had felt the Lord's 
leadings for him to go into full time 
service, but he had not been willing 
and ready to do so. He asked that I 
would join with him and his wife that 
the Lord's will would be made clear to 
them. God answered our p ray-
ers—they are on their journey, now 
going to Bible school to be more fully 
prepared for service. They know that 
they will face many problems as they 
have a family and there will be many 
difficulties to surmount. But their faith 
is firm in their Leader. 
There have been quite a number of 
other Christians who have been in our 
ward and have been "set aside" for 
various ailments. Daily contact with 
them even a "God bless you," a pat on 
the arm, a back rub, a drink of cold 
w a t e r — a l l in t h e n a m e of t h e 
Lord—has its rewards. One sees 
spirits lifted. They feel they have some 
helper around them with compassion 
and one who knows the language of 
the believer. 
Then there are the older patients. 
They are on their "beds of affliction 
and couches of d i scouragement . " 
They are frail in body, weak in spirit, 
and have difficulty in helping them-
selves. Many are lonely, discouraged, 
and have no one to love them. For 
some, the only "enjoyment" is smok-
ing cigarettes or having a little " t o t " 
or "sundowner." Am I helping to lift 
their burdens by pointing them to the 
all-sufficient Christ, in word and in 
deed? Am I lifting their discourage-
ments? I want my service to be "with 
compassion"—not just for one day or 
when I feel like it, but daily. I want to 
be in the army of the faithful. 
Are you filling your place of service 
with compassion? 




W E ARE back home from our year 
of service in Zambia. As I think back 
over the year, I shall try to share the 
"sharing experiences" that were most 
impressive and filled with most bless-
ing for me. 
To return to our former home and 
church and see so many faithful and 
mature Christians—old, young, and 
middle-aged; to share with them in 
church services Sunday after Sunday 
and at General Conference at Choma 
Secondary School . . . these were 
blessed sharing experiences. 
T o teach at Macha Secondary 
School, helping influence and mold 
young lives; to work with students in 
Production Units (farming and gar-
dening as advocated by the Zambian 
government in accordance with the 
agrarian revolution and 'back to the 
land' theme); to share my thoughts in 
morning prayers; to share together in 
prayer and Bible study groups as well 
as singing groups . . . these and many 
more activities were sharing exper-
Dr. and Mr. Alvan Thuma. former mission-
aries in Africa, recently spent a year in service at 
Macha Mission. Dr. Thuma was on the medical 
staff of the Macha Hospital, having been the 
founding physician in 1954. 
iences of invaluable worth to me per-
sonally. 
To be one with my fellow Zambian 
teachers at a huge political rally held 
underneath the shade of trees; to 
realize the stir of happiness within 
breasts because of hard-won free-
dom—a country now free to map out 
its own destiny without help or coer-
cion by other outside powers . . . this 
was indeed a real sharing experience I 
shall never forget. 
A dramatic end of our sharing 
experiences in Zambia came with the 
second Married People's Retreat, held 
at Choma Secondary School. About 
sixty couples took part. Many rele-
vant subjects were discussed as they 
relate to Zambian married life. In-
heritance, care of widows and their 
position in the Christian community, 
family harmony, responsible parent-
hood, with emphasis on family plan-
ning (and special regard to childless 
couples in Zambian society), re-
sponsible budgeting of family money, 
teenage problems—these and many 
other topics related to family life were 
discussed at the retreat. 
Two special features were the film 
"The Two Sons" (a story taken from 
Matthew 28) and a lovely demonstra-
tion of "family prayers" by the D. C. 
Mwaanga family. 
Rev. Munsaka, General Superin-
tendent of the Pilgrim Wesleyan 
Church in Zambia, was the guest 
speaker for the Sunday worship ser-
vice and final session of the retreat. 
His sermon on "Our homes—are they 
truly Christian?" was very timely. A 
special time of sharing and partaking 
of the Last Sacrament was especially 
meaningful to all who participated in 
this. 
People came from far and near, 
some from as far as Lusaka, 180 miles 
away. No one could doubt that God 
was there as we shared one with an-
other in this retreat. 
The hope of the future church in 
Zambia—yes, even the future of a 
solid and stable country and nation in 
Zambia, is based on how solid and 
stable the family unit is. Let us there-
fore pray for the Christian homes, that 
God may give wisdom, guidance and 
love in these homes, that they may 
stand steadfast and secure despite the 
storms and winds of change that are 
all around. 
I thank God for all of these sharing 
experiences I was privileged to have 
during our stay in Zambia this past 
year. 
Mission Budget News 
September is t radit ionally the 
month in which contributions pass the 
half way mark for the calendar year. 
Only once, in 1972, did this fall as late 
as October. In 1974 and 1975 this was 
achieved before the end of August. 
This year it happened in the second 
half of Steptember. 
Fine reports are coming in from the 
fall missionary conferences. A mis-
sionary conference is not gauged sole-
ly by missionary offerings but it is 
something of a barometer of the state 
of mind of the local people. 
Following active furloughs during 
which they contacted a broad seg-
ment of the brotherhood in the interest 
of missions, the Bert Siders have 
returned to Nicaragua and the Allen 
Buckwalters left for India where they 
have served since 1939. 
Your support of them and their 
many co-laborers is accomplished 
through the Missions Budget. 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS 
R. 1, Stevensville, ONT. LOS 1S0 • Box 149, Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
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Pulpit and Pew 
The Nurture of New Christians 
Don Shafer 
O N E of the marks of every growing 
church is its care for new Christians. It 
can be called a membership class, a 
Bible study, or a pastor's class but 
unless there is a definite plan for new 
Christians to be assimilated into The 
Body of Christ, they may die of mal-
nutrition or slip off to another family 
that has a healthier climate for a grow-
ing Christian. 
It seems to me that there are at least 
four concerns surrounding the nurture 
of new Christians that are significant: 
1. They need food for growth and 
development. 
2. There is the need to be accepted 
by the family. 
3. A pattern for responsibility is 
essential. 
4. Opportunity for leadership is ex-
tended. 
Let us briefly look at these four prin-
ciples as they pertain to new persons in 
Christ. 
Food 
First of all, a new Christian has had 
the experience of knowing Jesus and 
accepting Him as Savior. We call it 
the "new birth." New born creatures 
need special care as is evidenced by all 
of nature. Human beings need much 
attention and extra help until they 
come to maturity. So it is with new 
Christians. Such persons need to know 
what they believe, and why they be-
lieve it. They are clearly aware of new 
life, but they need to learn from more 
mature Christians the meaning of 
their new found joy. I note that grow-
ing churches often have a 10-week 
course or a three-month study for new 
Christians on basic beliefs. It is most 
strengthening to learn about the Scrip-
ture and its views on God, man, sin, 
the Savior, and the foundations of our 
faith in Christ. It is my observation 
that many persons reared in the 
church may remain immature be-
cause they never received the "milk of 
the Word ," i.e., a basic foundation for 
building their Christian life. 
The writer is bishop of the Midwest and Pacific 
Regional Conferences. 
October 25, 1976 
Acceptance 
The second need in the life of a new-
born person is to be accepted by the 
family. This must be more than a birth 
announcement . I 've noticed that 
babies are not impressed with birth 
announcements. Rather, there must be 
a valid expression of family love so 
that the adoption is for real. This can 
be done by helping the new Christian 
understand the meaning of the church 
and specifically the Brethren in Christ 
Church. We can bloom best where we 
are planted, to use another way of 
expressing the need for understanding 
our place in God's kingdom. Unless a 
new Christian feels good about the 
family into which they are received, 
they may develop some very malad-
justed living habits. Recently, a family 
left a Brethren in Christ congregation 
because they didn't feel that they were 
really a part of it. We must be careful 
in the nurture of new persons that we 
communicate real acceptance and plan 
for the adoption in such a way that 
there is no doubt that the new Chris-
tian is wanted by the local church. 
M a n y c h u r c h e s have de f in i t e 
courses or sessions on the meaning of 
their church and why it is a delightful 
experience to be a part of that par-
ticular family. Growing churches 
know who they are, are excited about 
their heritage, their present journey, 
and their hopes for the coming king-
dom. It is my perception that we 
Brethren in Christ could do better in 
helping new Christians to understand 
the family. Our new materials on 
membership should be helpful. But 
even more significant would be an 
arrangement for new Christians to be 
assigned a special relationship to an-
other more mature disciple. It 's good 
to have a brother or sister. 
Responsibility 
The third concern for the new Chris-
tian is to develop their spiritual 
muscles. They need to learn respon-
sibility and obedience. This should 
happen at the beginning of the Chris-
tian journey. If a new Christian learns 
to depend on the Scriptures for spirit-
ual food, find counsel with brothers 
and sisters as strength for living, and 
experience the joy of giving as a good 
steward of their time, energy and 
money, we would have more mature 
Christians and healthier churches. 
This pattern of responsibility is caught 
better than taught. We need persons 
who model Christian commitment to 
be sharing with new Christians. This 
can happen in the form of Bible study 
groups or Sunday school groups. But 
it must be a valid expression of a small 
band of Christians who support each 
other and hold each other account-
able in Christ. 
Ministry 
Finally, the nurture of new Chris-
tians can and should be an oppor-
tunity for leadership. As the new-born 
Christian develops, both the young 
Christian and the group can be aware 
of their strengths and affirm them. I 
believe that each new person in 
Christ is God's gift to the church. It is 
a great time to explore and affirm that 
gift when the Christian is being nur-
tured. Pastors and other responsible 
ministers should be alert to new Chris-
tians and help them discover ways of 
being ministers to others. That is what 
leadership is in the Body of Christ 
(every member is a minister). 
To summarize these concerns on the 
nurture of new Christians, I would like 
to emphasize that it must be more of a 
process than an event. It must be a 
relationship rather than a program. 
Various methods and means may be 
used to help the new Christian. Each 
local church should design a helpful 
way for the process to happen. It 
should include options since no two 
new-born persons respond exactly 
alike. To nurture new Christians is to 
give them good food for the beginning 
journey. Then they must have close 
family members to know they really 
belong. As soon as that is established, 
we must risk giving them ways to be 
responsible and then extend to them 
our mutual trust for leadership. That 
enables persons to move toward the 
measu re of the fulness of God 
(Ephesians 3:19). 
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Women's Groups to Sew 
for New Curriculum 
W i t h his ba ld ing head and full whi te 
beard , Ol iver looks like a kindly g r and -
fa the r , in spi te of his olive green felt skin. 
" O l i v e r " is a p u p p e t w h o will be 
dupl ica ted 3 ,000 t imes for use by th ree and 
four -year -o lds and their t eachers in the 
new F o u n d a t i o n Ser ies cu r r i cu lum being 
developed by four church g roups . 
M a k i n g all those puppe t s for inclusion 
in lesson kits will be w o m e n ' s g r o u p s in the 
G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e M e n n o n i t e C h u r c h , 
M e n n o n i t e C h u r c h , and Bre thren in Chr i s t 
C h u r c h , the th ree g r o u p s which a r e fully 
pa r t i c ipa t ing publ ishers of t he cur r i cu lum. 
M a t e r i a l and pa t t e rn s for the puppe t s 
were recent ly mai led to representa t ives of 
the w o m e n ' s o rgan iza t ions , who will be 
d i v i d i n g t h e m a m o n g loca l w o m e n ' s 
g r o u p s for sewing. Dur ing the next six 
m o n t h s , t he G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e ' s W o m e n 
in Miss ion will sew 1,000 (700 in the 
Un i t ed S t a t e s and 300 in C a n a d a ) ; the 
M e n n o n i t e C h u r c h ' s W o m e n ' s Miss ion-
ary and Serv ice C o m m i s s i o n , 1,500; and 
the Bre thren in Chr i s t w o m e n , 500. 
"O l ive r is the g r a n d f a t h e r puppe t t ha t 
the chi ldren will visit with each S u n d a y , " 
said C o r n e l i a Lehn of N e w t o n , K a n s a s , 
ed i tor of t he preschool ma te r i a l for the 
F o u n d a t i o n Series . 
T h e purpose of the puppet is to help the 
chi ldren c o m m u n i c a t e with the teacher and 
the teacher with the children, she sa id . 
S o m e t i m e s chi ldren will use Oliver to c o m -
m u n i c a t e feelings they might feel too shy 
to talk abou t otherwise. 
Oliver will be par t of the teaching kit for 
the four th qua r t e r of the first year in the 
cur r icu lum for three- and four -year -o lds 
and may also be used in the following 
qua r t e r . 
Both q u a r t e r s are being wri t ten by Vel 
Shea re r of E l k h a r t , Ind iana , who sug-
gested the use of Oliver. 
" W h e n Vel first suggested she wanted a 
puppet , I wondered if the w o m e n would 
want to sew t h e m , " said Ms . Lehn . C o m -
merc ia l puppe t s seemed prohibit ively ex-
pensive. 
Then several staff people and ar t is ts 
began designing an Oliver and mod i fy ing 
him to c rea te a puppet t ha t would be 
s imple to sew, fit the fr iendly image of 
Oliver, and not be racial ly identif iable. 
T h e result was a felt puppe t to fit over a 
person ' s hand . Oliver is da rk olive green 
with l ighter green t rousers and suspenders , 
sa lmon-co lored bu t tons , white hair and 
beard , and an embro ide red m o u t h . 
D u r i n g la te Augus t , felt pieces fo r 
Oliver were cut at the M e n n o n i t e C e n t r a l 
C o m m i t t e e center in N o r t h N e w t o n , and 
volunteers f rom N e w t o n a rea churches , in-
cluding a n u m b e r of high school s tudents , 
s tuffed the felt, embro ide ry t h r e a d , and in-
s t ruct ions into plast ic bags to be sent to 
the w o m e n ' s g roups . 
T h e comple ted puppe ts will be re turned 
to N e w t o n by M a r c h 1, 1977, since tha t 
qua r t e r of the cur r icu lum is being printed 
and assembled in N e w t o n by Fa i th and 
Li fe Press . 
O t h e r por t ions of the Founda t ion Ser ies 
a re being pr inted by the publishing houses 
of the o ther coopera t ing denomina t ions . 
to the next person he was instructed to 
express the qualities he appreciated 
and thank the Lord for those which 
were evident in that person's life. We 
threw arms around each other, and we 
shared positive, true compliments with 
each other. 
Then we moved to the campfire 
outside where Marlin Ressler led us 
in a season of consecration. Words 
cannot describe how the Spirit came 
but actions do! Fourteen-year-olds 
embraced 12-year-olds. Nearly every 
camper threw a rms a round staff 
members. A group gathered around a 
girl and prayed as she surrendered her 
d r u g hab i t to t he L o r d . O t h e r 
testimonies of help and deliverance 
were shared, and we knew we were one 
with the Lord and one with each other 
in Christ. 
When we moved to the refreshment 
area at the lodge, the fruitful actions 
of the Holy Spiri t cont inued to 
manifest themselves. Popcorn, candy, 
and pop were shared and no one had 
need! Some popcorn spilled near the 
C a m p Director and me. The C a m p 
Director held a dustpan while I swept 
up the popcorn. Suddenly a young 
man gently took the dust pan from my 
MATTHEW 18 GOES TO CAMP 
from page six 
hands and cheerily said, "I ' l l dump 
it." 
At the campfire Marlin Ressler 
made a comment which has continued 
to echo in my mind: "Eric, I wish all 
our pastors could be here and ex-
perience this!" I honestly believe our 
pastors can experience what we ex-
perienced and even greater manifesta-
tions of the Spirit in their homes and 
churches. 
I am certain that it was no coin-
cidence that , when I returned to 
Carland, our Sunday school chorister 
said, "Before we can really expect God 
to bless us and be present in our 
worship service as at Pentecost we 
must be in a right relationship with 
each other ." The chorister then en-
couraged us to disperse and greet each 
other which is certainly a new ap-
proach to a Sunday school opening! 
I am certain that it is no coincidence 
that in a recent Sunday school board 
meeting the board members and 
teachers drifted away from the agenda 
and openly shared some differences of 
opinion within the congregation. 
I am certain that it is no coincidence 
that four different individuals in the 
Carland congregation have been led to 
get together and apply Mat thew 
18:15-17! 
I am certain that it is no coin-
cidence that just this morning two 
members of my family had a dis-
agreement before family devotions 
and I asked them to forgive each other 
before devotions in order that we 
could be assured the Lord would truly 
come and bless us during devotions. 
The other day a member of my 
congregation told me he believed his 
daughter received the baptism in the 
Holy Spirit at Junior High C a m p be-
cause she came home with a new love 
for Jesus, a new outlook toward others 
and their needs, and a new willingness 
to be obedient. I believe the Spirit did 
come and we experienced a fresh 
Pentecost at Camp. I believe this can 
happen in your home and your church 
too! 
How? Pray and encourage one 
another to truly apply Matthew 18:15-
17, pray and encourage one another to 
recognize and declare that for every 
fault in your brother and sister there 
are numerous virtues too, apply Phil. 
4:8, and "Be not overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good!" (Romans 
12:21). 
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this practice goes against nature but 
because Jesus said, 'The very hairs of 
your head are all numbered'; those on 
the chin too are numbered, and those 
on the whole body. There must be 
therefore no plucking out, contrary 
to God's appointment, which has 
counted them according to His will." 2 
Is this basically different f rom 
quoting Deut. 22:5 and applying it to 
women's pant suits while making no 
application of Deut. 22:11 which for-
bids wearing clothes of mixed fibers? 
What would be the reaction today, if 
men's styles would change to robes as 
in Jesus' day? Would it resemble the 
response to a decade ago when men 
began growing hair longer, more as 
was done in New Testament days? 
Are there practices in the New 
Testament church which had and al-
ways will have eternal principles to 
teach but which have cultural prob-
lems in application today? 
I understand that African women, 
evangelized by our early missionaries, 
at first began to grow their hair longer. 
They found cultural problems and dis-
continued the practice. 
Are there any cultural , or en-
vironmental, or circumstantial situa-
tions which would justify adaptation 
of the mode of baptism? I recall, prior 
to the present administrative pattern, 
of a bishop baptizing a bed-ridden be-
liever by pouring. 
A brother, dearly beloved, and from 
another denomination, greeted me 
with a holy kiss. He was a missionary 
to Cuba. After one greeting he said, 
"Roy , if we were in Cuba we wouldn't 
do that. The only men who kiss each 
other there are homosexuals." 
Are the above variations from New 
Testament practices justified? If so, on 
what grounds? 
Toward An Understanding 
How can the church discern when a 
practice of the New Testament church 
is for the immediate church and when 
it is to be practiced for all times and in 
all cultures? Will these guidelines be 
helpful? 
1. Is the thrust of the entire Scrip-
ture supportive of both the principle 
and the practice? There could be no 
doubt, for instance, that baptism has 
the broad basic support of the entire 
New Testament and goes beyond an 
isolated cultural application of a prin-
ciple. Similarly the position of the 
Scriptures on sexual morality is sup-
ported by the entire thrust of the 
Scriptures. 
2. Does the scriptural portion speak 
to a particular church problem or is it 
declaring a doctrinal position? There 
is a difference between Paul's great 
theological statements in the Roman 
letter and his dealing with the prob-
lems of the Corinthians in chapters 7, 
8, 11, 12 and 14. 
3. The counsel of the whole church 
can assist our discernment. In Acts 
15:28 " I t seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit and us . . ." The Spirit indwells 
the body of Christ on earth—His 
church. The Spirit still guides the 
church into truth. 
Guidelines on the Way 
May I suggest several cautions as 
we endeavor to find the Lord's way for 
us in applying the Scriptures in our 
culture. 
1. Avoid the two extremes of 
legalism and license. There are no 
rules and regulations which will assure 
a Christian culture. On the other hand 
we must avoid, as the plague, that 
extreme which makes grace the instru-
ment of sin and gives us the right to 
read into the New Testament justi-
fication for disobedience to God and 
His will for us. 
2. Beware of dogmatism where 
there is a lack of clarity or certainty by 
the author. Such was the case in Paul's 
writings in I Cor. 7:6, 12 and 40 where 
he says, " I say this as a concession, 
not as a command," "To the rest I say 
this (I, not the Lord): . . ." "In my 
judgment, she is happier if she stays as 
she is—and I think I have the spirit of 
God." 
3. The judgment and deliverance of 
the cross must focus on all that is evil 
in every culture. The early church 
pronounced God's judgment on the 
sins of their generation. We dare do 
no less today. 
4. Theological and cultural changes 
take time and thought. Jesus had 
things to tell His disciples which they 
were not ready to receive until after 
Pentecost (John 16:12 and 13). If and 
when we have new understandings 
from Scripture we must wait upon the 
Lord's timing to share them. 
5. We need to reaffirm our strong 
support for the authority of Scrip-
ture. The Bible makes its own claims 
about itself and its authority. This is 
historically affirmed by the church. 
The Scriptures correct us, we do not 
correct the Scriptures. 
FOOTNOTES 
1. H. Richard Niebuhr, Christ and Cul-
ture, pp. 32-33 and 36 (Harper and Row 1951). 
2. Ibid., pp. 125 and 126. 
Church News 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
College Holds Spiritual Emphasis Days 
Dr. J o h n S. Bray, pas to r of the Firs t 
C o v e n a n t C h u r c h in Sa l ina , Kansas , spoke 
at Mess iah Col lege dur ing the annua l fall 
S p i r i t u a l L i f e E m p h a s i s d a y s in l a t e 
S e p t e m b e r . 
P a s t o r Bray spoke in college chape l , 
classes, i n fo rma l g roups , and in evening 
services, g roup ing his ta lks under the gen-
eral theme , " A Real is t ic Fa i th in a Broken 
W o r l d . " H i s minis t ry was both apprec i -
ated by and helpful to the college c o m -
muni ty . 
Bert Writes and Directs Play 
T h e play, Woolman, wr i t ten-directed by 
Dr. N o r m a n Bert , will be s taged at M e s -
siah Col lege on the three evenings, Oc-
tober 28-30, at 8:00. Admiss ion for adul t s 
will be $2, for s tudents , $1. 
J o h n W o o l m a n , " a p o s t l e of abo l i t i on , " 
spent his life fighting slavery. T h r o u g h his 
effor ts , Q u a k e r s b e c a m e leaders in the 
A m e r i c a n ant i -s lavery movemen t . 
By focusing on this Q u a k e r saint , the 
play celebrates A m e r i c a n Chr i s t i an i ty . It 
laughs at the follies of A m e r i c a n rel igion, 
weeps a t i ts f a i t h l e s s n e s s , p r a i s e s i ts 
s t rengths , and puzzles over its pa radoxes . 
NIAGARA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
Sider and Grant Installed 
In a moving and suppor t ive service 
Harvey Sider and R o g e r G r a n t were in-
ducted as Pres ident and A c a d e m i c D e a n , 
respectively, of N i a g a r a Chr i s t i an Col lege 
on S e p t e m b e r 19, 1976. Dr . F r a n k Epp , 
Pres ident of C o n r a d Grebe l Col lege spoke . 
O t h e r par t ic ipan ts included Bishop R o y 
Sider and J o h n Ze rche r , C h a i r m a n of 
Boa rd for Schools and Colleges . 
Rally Held 
T h u r s d a y even ing , S e p t . 23, A l l a n 
F o r b e s of Buffa lo Y o u t h T i m e and the 
J ean Ga i the r s held a rally in the G y m -
na to r ium. A b o u t 350 were touched by 
their spir i tual minis t ry . 
Forthcoming events 
Nov. 5 - 6 — H o m e c o m i n g . 
N o v . 8 - 1 0 — J o h n S t o n e r lectures on 
Peace and Socia l Conce rns . 




T h e Blandburg Church r epor t s a special 
weekend with a cookou t and a musica l 
p r o g r a m with good a t t endance for each 
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event. T h e congrega t ion has been g rowing 
and reach ing ou t in to t he c o m m u n i t y 
under the leadership of Rev. H a r r y Lee 
Ri tchey . 
O n S u n d a y , Sep t . 19, the Chambers-
burg congregation held a Chi ld Dedica t ion 
Service in the m o r n i n g service and four 
pe r sons were bap t ized in t he evening ser-
vice. Rev . A . G . B r u b a k e r is the p a s t o r . 
T h e C h r i s t ' s C r u s a d e r s of the Green 
Spring congregation ea rned m o n e y fo r 
h y m n a l s and the S u n d a y school bus min-
istry by sponsor ing a wa lk -a - thon recent ly. 
The i r pas to r , Rev . L o m e Lichty , served as 
auc t ioneer a t the annua l Mess i ah H o m e 
auct ion sale. Rev . R a y C h a m b e r l a i n , 
L a k e l a n d , F lo r ida , served as evangelist on 
Sept . 19-Oct. 3. 
T h e H o l l o w e d congregat ion he ld a 
vesper service on S u n d a y evening, Aug . 22, 
a t the h o m e of M r . and M r s . Dave Hof f -
m a n . Fo l lowing the service a surpr ise anni-
versary pa r ty was held for their pas to r and 
wife, Rev. and Mrs . Kenneth Engie, who 
c e l e b r a t e d the i r 10th w e d d i n g a n n i -
versary . N i n a M o w e n gave a repor t on the 
Y o u t h Conf l ic t s S e m i n a r which she had at-
t ended . " T h e Singing In sp i r a t i ons " pro-
vided special music . 
T h e Locust Grove congregation held its 
second a n n u a l Fami ly R e t r e a t on A u g . 20-
21, at t he R o x b u r y C a m p g r o u n d s . O n 
Sept . 17-19, a Fami ly Li fe C o n f e r e n c e was 
held with D r . D o r o t h y Gi sh , Mess iah Col -
lege, as t he guest speake r . 
S i x p e r s o n s w e r e r e c e i v e d i n t o 
fe l lowship of the Martinsburg congre-
gation du r ing the m o n t h of A u g u s t . Dur ing 
S e p t e m b e r , t h ree persons were added to 
church m e m b e r s h i p . Rev . R o b e r t Kel ler , 
Sr . , is the pas to r . 
T h e Mowersville congregation held a 
" W e l c o m e H o m e " service for re tu rned 
miss ionar ies , David and Doris Barr. A love 
gift was presen ted to the Barrs . T h e pas to r 
is Rev . M e r v i n Pot te iger . 
M i s s i o n a r y gues ts of the New Guilford 
congregation on S u n d a y , Sept . 12, were 
Rev. and Mrs. Allen Buckwalter. T h e film, 
The New Chuck Colson, was shown on 
Sep t . 19. Rev. M a u r i c e Bender is the 
pas tor . 
Bishop Hen ry G i n d e r instal led Rev. 
James Ernst as pas to r of the Paramount 
congregation on S u n d a y , Sep t . 5. M r s . 
Erns t and their twin daugh te r s took pa r t in 
the ins ta l la t ion ce remony . 
M r . and M r s . Ra lph H . W e n g e r 
celebra ted their 50th wedding anniversary 
on Aug . 17, with a d inner and recept ion 
given by their son and his family, M r . and 
M r s . R o b e r t H . W e n g e r . T h e Wenge r s a re 
m e m b e r s of the Mechan ic sbu rg Bre thren 
in Chr i s t C h u r c h . 
Atlantic 
T h e Community Bible Chapel congre-
gation honored their pas tor and wife, Rev. 
and Mrs. Clair Shenk, on their 35th wed-
ding anniversary , A u g u s t 7, at a recept ion 
a f te r the S u n d a y evening service. A love 
gif t was presented to t hem. 
T h e Chr i s t ' s C r u s a d e r s of the Conoy 
congregation sponsored the musica l g roup , 
" T h e P o t t e r ' s C l a y , " on Sunday evening, 
Augus t 15. T h e pas tor is Rev. J a y Sisco. 
T h e M a n o r c o n g r e g a t i o n h e l d a 
fel lowship d inner on Sunday , Aug . 1, fol-
lowing the instal la t ion service of Rev. Dale 
W . Engle as assis tant pas tor . T h e pas to r is 
Rev. J o h n H a w b a k e r . 
T h e youth of the Shenks Union con-
gregation held a re t rea t at P ine Grove 
F u r n a c e S t a t e P a r k . Their guests were 
four residents of the N e w Life for Gir ls 
who shared their personal experiences and 
involvement a t the Cen te r . Rev. F red L. 
Ge ib is the pas tor . 
A surpr ise open house was held in h o n o r 
of the 35th wedding anniversary of M r . 
and Mrs. Roland F. Detweiler on M a y 23. 
T h e couple ' s six chi ldren hosted the af fa i r . 
M r . and M r s . Detweiler a re m e m b e r s of 
the Si lverdale Bre thren in Chr i s t C h u r c h . 
Canadian 
T h e Houghton congregation held a 
Dedica t ion Service on Sunday , Sep t . 12, 
for their S u n d a y school staff and club 
leaders. T h e pas to r is Rev. J o h n R . S ider . 
O n S u n d a y , Sept . 12, the Massey Place 
congregation held a bap t i smal service for 
four persons . T h r e e persons were received 
into church member sh ip . Rev. Douglas 
S ider is the pas tor . 
T h e Sherkston congregat ion he ld a 
farewell service for Bert and Marian Sider, 
missionar ies who were on fu r lough , on 
Sept . 19, as they re turned to the mission 
field of N i c a r a g u a . They shared in several 
serv ices wi th S h e r k s t o n , t h e i r h o m e 
c h u r c h . T h e p a s t o r is R e v . R o b e r t 
Rols ton . 
O n Sep t . 20, Bishop and Mrs. Roy V. 
Sider were honored on their 25th wedding 
anniversary , at N i a g a r a Chr i s t i an Co l -
lege. T h e couple ' s famil ies , the C a n a d i a n 
C o n f e r e n c e minis ters , and m a n y f r iends of 
the S h e r k s t o n congrega t ion hosted the 
af fa i r . A gi f t of silver was presented to the 
Siders . 
Central 
T h e Carland-Zion congregation held 
Ral ly Day on S u n d a y , Sept . 12, in con-
nect ion with their annua l S u n d a y Schoo l 
G r o w t h C a m p a i g n . The i r t h e m e is " R e a c h 
O u t and T o u c h . " Special guests for the 
day were the D o n Pr ice Fami ly . A car ry- in 
meal fol lowed the m o r n i n g worsh ip ser-
vice. T h e pas to r is Rev. Er ic S t a n t o n . 
T h e L e o n a r d c o n g r e g a t i o n w e r e 
chal lenged by miss ionar ies , t he ,Lev i Bru-
bakers on W e d n e s d a y evening, Sep t . I. 
Rev. H a r o l d W o l g e m u t h is the in ter im 
pas tor . 
T h e Sippo congregation held a c a m p - o u t 
over the L a b o r Day weekend at H i c k o r y 
Lake . T h e pas to r , Rev. Eli Hos t e t l e r 
b rough t evening studies f r o m the book of 
Daniel dur ing the m o n t h of S e p t e m b e r . 
Midwest 
Merrily Eyster, f r o m the Be thany con-
gregat ion , left for voluntary service at the 
Life Line Miss ion on Sept . 6. S h e is the 
daugh te r of M r . and M r s . I r a Eys te r . T h e 
pas tor at Be thany is Rev. Cha r l e s R icke l . 
T h e Dal las Center congregation is p lan-
ning a Fall Fest ival using the t heme , " I n 
G o d W e T r u s t . " T h e pas to r is Rev. Mi l -
lard H a l d e m a n . 
T h e Oak Park congregation hos ted a 
L a y m a n ' s Fel lowship with the Da l l a s 
Cen te r congrega t ion on S u n d a y a f t e r -
noon, Augus t 29. Rev. H a r o l d J a c k s o n is 
the pas to r . 
Earl and Lois Hess were recent guests of 
the Zion congregation. They shared in the 
S u n d a y school hour on Augus t 15. T h e 
pas to r is Rev . Pau l Hess . 
Pacific 
Fi f ty -n ine persons were in a t t e n d a n c e a t 
the first S u n d a y morn ing service of the new 
Alta Loma Brethren in Christ Church, 
S e p t e m b e r 12. 
This new congrega t ion is the result of 
church p lanning and p lant ing by the 
Pacif ic C o n f e r e n c e Board of Ex tens ion . 
A a r o n S te rn had d o n e extensive work 
visiting in the c o m m u n i t y pr ior to the 
coming of the pas to r , R a l p h W e n g e r . Bible 
studies have been conduc ted in the a rea 
since Apr i l under the direct ion of G o r d o n 
Engle. A back-ya rd Bible school was 
hosted by Bruce and Linda M e r r i t t wi th 
R u t h He ise of the U p l a n d C h u r c h in 
charge . 
T h e new pas to r and wife, R a l p h and 
J o a n Wenge r , have c o m e f r o m the pas to r -
a t e of t he P a r a m o u n t c o n g r e g a t i o n , 
14 Evangelical Visitor 
Hagers town, M d . They were installed as 
pas tor of this new church at a service held 
O c t o b e r 3 in the a u d i t o r i u m of the 
Carnel ian Elementary School where the 
congregat ion is now worshiping. 
Births 
Bailey: David James , born Aug. 13, to 
J im and Ivy Bailey, Skyl ine View congre-
gat ion, Pa . 
Breneman: Gera ld Sidney, Jr . , born 
Aug . 7, to M r . and Mrs . Gera ld Brene-
man , Pequea congregat ion, Pa . 
Byers: Rodney Nelson, b o m Sept . 8, to 
Nelson and Shirley (Denlinger) Byers, M t . 
Rock congregat ion. Pa . 
Dayton: Char les Soren , born July 22, to 
Dona ld and Lucille Day ton , Chicago , 111. 
Epps: Chr i s topher Michael , born M a y 
30, to M r . and M r s . J a m e s Epps, Conoy 
congregat ion, Pa . 
Ernst: Joe l Dean , born Sept . 9, to Rev. 
and Mrs . J a m e s D. Ernst , P a r a m o u n t con-
gregat ion, M d . 
Eyster: Susan Beth, born Aug. 14, to 
Danny and Ba rba ra Eyster , Bethany con-
gregat ion, Kola . 
Geesaman: Tressa A n n , born Sept . 8, to 
Mr . and M r s . Ray Geesaman , Fairview 
Avenue congregat ion, Pa. 
Germack: R i ta Ann , born Aug. 13, to 
M r . and M r s . J a m e s G e r m a c k , Conoy 
congregat ion, Pa . 
Heffley: Michel le Kay, born Aug. 28, to 
J im and Dar la Heffley, Mastersonvi l le 
congregat ion , Pa. 
Hess: Douglas Andrew, born Aug. 18, 
to Roger and Jean Hess, Chamber sbu rg 
congregat ion , Pa . 
Housser: Nichole Lin, born Aug. 11, to 
Mr . and M r s . Dale Housser , Sherks ton 
congregat ion , O n t . 
Kloetstra: Evelyn Anne -Mar i e , born 
A p r i l 26, t o M r . a n d M r s . J a m e s 
Kloets t ra , Sherks ton congregat ion , On t . 
Kramer: S tephan ie Joyce, born Aug. 21, 
to Mr . and M r s . Douglas K r a m e r , Souder -
ton congregat ion , Pa . 
Noecker: Mindy Fa i th , born Aug. 30, to 
M r . and M r s . Rodney Noecker , Conoy 
congregat ion , Pa . 
Oldham: G a r y Paul , born Sept . 1, to 
M r . and M r s . Char les O l d h a m , Mar t ins -
burg congregat ion , Pa . 
Randall: Jenni fe r Alice, born Aug. 9, to 
M r . and M r s . Fred Randal l , Sherks ton 
congregat ion , On t . 
Rickman: T a n a Loree, born July 15, to 
Rev. and Mrs . Edward R ickman , Mar ion , 
Ind. (Rev. R i c k m a n is a fo rmer pastor of 
the Abi lene congregat ion, Kansas) . 
Rotz: Phil ip Dwight , born Aug. 23, to 
M r . and M r s . Dwignt Rotz , Air Hill con-
gregat ion, Pa . 
Shiley: Melissa Ann, born Aug. 3, to 
Dennis and Audrey Shiley, Skyl ine View 
congregat ion, Pa . 
Sollenberger: Rochel le Lynn, born Aug. 
24, to Earl and Gwen Sollenberger, New 
Gui l ford congregat ion, Pa . 
Winger: N a t h a n C h a d , born Feb. 23, to 
M r . and Mrs . J a m e s Winger , Sherks ton 
congregat ion, On t . 
Zook: M a r k Andrew, born Aug. 19, to 
M r . and Mrs . W a y n e Z o o k , Air Hill con-
gregation, Pa . 
Weddings 
Bicksler-Dimitris: T ina Mar ie , daughter 
of M r . and Mrs . Gust H . Dimitr is , J r . , 
Lancaster , Pa. , and Dennis R., son of Rev. 
and Mrs . John S. Bicksler, Manhe im, Pa. , 
Sept . 18, in the Grace Evangelical Con-
gregat ional Church with Rev. Rober t 
Daneker and the fa ther of the g room 
officiating. 
Coldsmith-Crider: Twylla, daughter of 
M r . and Mrs . M o n r o e Crider , and J o h n , 
Jr . , son of M r . and Mrs . John Coldsmi th , 
Chambersburg , Pa . , Sept . 4, in the Air Hill 
Brethren in Chris t Church with Rev. 
Roger Wi t te r officiating. 
Johnson-Rice: Marc ia Elaine, daughter 
of J a c o b and Vera Rice, and Frank Wil-
liam Johnson , Jr . , both of Newville, Pa . , 
Sept . 18, in the Green Spring Brethren in 
Chris t Church with Rev. L o m e Lichty 
officiating. 
Koons-Glover: Rebecca Anne, daughter 
of M r . and Mrs . Burnice G. Glover , and 
Sgt . G a r y Mason Koons , son of M r . and 
Mrs . H o w a r d Koons, Sept . 11, in the Sky-
ine View Brethren in Chris t Church with 
Rev. LeRoy Wal ters officiating. 
R a f f e r t y - M u l l i g a n : C h e r y l E l a i n e , 
daughter of Mr . and Mrs . Lloyd Mulli-
gan, and Jay , son of M r . and Mrs . E. J . 
Raffer ty , both of Ridgeway, Ont . , Feb. 21, 
in Sherks ton Brethren in Chris t Church 
with Rev. Rober t Rolston officiating. 
Seburn-Drews: Linda Mar i e Drews, 
d a u g h t e r of M r s . A u d r e y G o o d w i n , 
Buffalo, N . Y., and Tim, son of M r . and 
Mrs . Laverne Seburn, For t Erie, Sept . 4, 
in the S h e r k s t o n Bre th ren in C h r i s t 
Church with Rev. Rober t Rolston officiat-
ing. 
Wildeson-Burkho lder : K a r e n S u e , 
daughter of Mr . and Mrs . J . Wilbur Burk-
holder, and Haro ld Eugene, son of Mr . 
and Mrs . Kenneth Wildeson, Aug. 21, in 
the Chamber sbu rg Brethren in Chris t 
Church with Bishop Char l ie Byers and 
Rev. J a m e s Str i te officiating. 
Obituaries 
Frank: Wil l iam Frank , III, born Dec. 2, 
1952, died Jan . 11, 1976, in Co lo rado . He 
was the son of Mr . and Mrs . Will iam 
Frank , Jr . , of the Skyline View congre-
gation, who survive. H e is also survived by 
two sisters: Mrs . Sharon Schwalm and 
Mrs . Caro l Har lacher ; a brother , David; 
and two nieces. The funeral service was 
conducted by Rev. LeRoy B. Walters . 
In te rment was in the Woodlawn Memor ia l 
Gardens . 
Hess: A b r a m M . Hess, born July 24, 
1885, died Aug. 19, 1976. H e was the son 
of C o n r a d Z . and A d a Sue Keen Hess. H e 
was marr ied to Annie Kreider Sangrey 
who preceded him in death Dec., 1974. H e 
is survived by six children: Lois S., Mrs . 
Suie S. Wissler, Mrs . M a r y S. H o k e , John 
S „ M a r k S., and Mrs . Edna S. Hess . H e is 
also survived by 15 grandchi ldren; 16 
great-grandchi ldren; four sisters; and a 
brother. H e was a member of the Pequea 
Brethren in Chris t Church where he had 
served as trustee. The funeral service was 
held in the Pequea Church with Rev. 
Gera ld Winger t officiating. In te rment was 
in the Pequea Cemetery . 
Jumper: Delia Jumper , Newville, Pa . , 
born Aug. 3, 1909, died Sept . 12, 1976. She 
is survived by her husband, Char les T.; two 
sons: Floyd R., and David; and a daugh-
ter, Mrs . Jane t Comere r . The funera l 
service was held in the Green Spring Breth-
ren in Chris t Church with Rev. L o m e 
Lichty officiating. In te rment was in the 
Prospect Hill Cemetery . 
Musser: I ra C . Musser , born Aug. 29, 
1899, in Greene Twp. , died Sept . 16, 1976, 
in the Chambersburg , Pa. Hospi ta l . H e 
was the son of Joseph and Lydia Haw-
baker Musser . H e is survived by his wife, 
M a r y Singer Musser ; three sons: Alvin J . , 
J . Melvin, and Mar t in L.; two daughters : 
Mrs . Paul ine Wenger and M r s . A n n a 
S tayman ; 10 grandchildren; 22 great -
grandchildren; five s tep-grandchildren; and 
six step great-grandchi ldren; two sisters; 
and a brother . H e was a member of the Air 
Hill Brethren in Chris t Church . The 
funeral service was officiated by Rev. 
Roger Wi t te r and Rev. Wilbur Benner . 
In te rment was in the Air Hill Cemete ry . 
Parker: C h a d Je remy Parker , born Dec. 
23, 1974, died April 10, 1976. H e was the 
son of Larry and Brenda Wilhelm Pa rke r , 
who survive. H e is also survived by two 
sisters: Leah and Chantel ; a bro ther , Rod-
ney; and grandparents , Mr . and M r s . A. 
Wilhelm and Mr . and Mrs . A. H . P a r k e r . 
The funeral service was conducted in the 
Sherkston Brethren in Chris t Church with 
Rev. Rober t Rols ton officiating. 
Richardson: Mrs . Myr t l e Irene, born 
M a y 8, 1898, near Beatrice, Neb. , died 
June 11, 1976, in the T h o m a s Memor i a l 
Hospi ta l , Thomas , Okla . She was the 
daughter of M r . and Mrs. Harvey Nehe r . 
She is survived by two daughters : M r s . 
Paul Bigham and Mrs . A. L. Switzer; 
three sons: Vernon Brandt and Haro ld 
Brandt ; 17 grandchildren; and 17 great-
grandchi ldren. She is also survived by two 
brothers. The funeral service was held in 
the Bethany Brethren in Chris t Church 
with Rev. Char les Rickel officiating. Inter-
ment was in the Bethany Cemete ry . 
Traver: Mrs . Millie Traver , born Oc t . 8, 
1892, died Sept . 19, 1976. She was the 
daughter of M r . and Mrs . Delly H o m e s . 
She was marr ied to Claude Trave r who 
preceded her in death in 1944. She is sur-
vived by her daughter , Mar ian ; two sons: 
Howard and Ar thur ; seven grandchi ldren; 
and one sister. She was a member of the 
Wainfleet Brethren in Chris t C h u r c h . The 
funeral service was held in the L a m p m a n 
Funeral H o m e with Rev. Edward Gil-
more and Rev. Ar thu r Heise officiating. 
In te rment was in the Zion Cemete ry , 
Wainfleet . 
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The Contemporary Scene 
Eldridge Cleaver Describes Conversion 
" M y life has turned 180 degrees; I would call it a con-
version experience," Eldridge Cleaver stated in his first 
extensive conversation with a newsman about his religious 
pilgrimage. 
The former Black Panther leader, free on $100,000 bond 
while awaiting trial in Oakland on charges stemming from 
a 1968 Panther-Police shootout, described for Los Angeles 
Times Religion Writer Russell Chandler his spiritual 
odyssey. The path led Cleaver full circle from the Baptist 
faith of his childhood through radical, violent involve-
ment with Marxist ideology to his new crusade for love 
and reconciliation. 
The strapping, soft-spoken Cleaver, just turned 41, told 
Chandler that religious images and concepts of his early 
youth rose up constantly to haunt him during his activity 
with the Black Panthers. More and more the questions he 
had to decide were not about politics or tactics so much as 
they were about moral values, right and wrong. 
" I felt ill-equipped to deal with these problems," 
Cleaver reflected. "Something was missing in the whole 
approach . . . I had to resort to religious principles to re-
solve the conflicts. . . . I couldn't shake off values like 
'love your neighbor' and the Golden Rule." 
Disaffection for Marxist society was further shattering 
during Cleaver's seven years abroad in Cuba, Algiers, Asia 
and Europe. He discovered that communist countries and 
their governments were racist and repressive. He found he 
could no longer countenance " the denial of the human 
soul, the denial of the existence of anything other than the 
material. . . . It made me feel threatened . . . I no longer 
had all the answers." 
In a small apartment on the Mediterranean Sea at 
Rocheville near Nice, Cleaver reviewed speeches by 
Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, Jr., Emerson, Thoreau, 
and Walter Rauschenbusch, who wrote the "Social Prin-
ciples of Jesus." But it was not from books that hope from 
depression, feelings of isolation and urgings toward suicide 
came. 
" I saw the 'man in the moon'—like a photograph of 
me," he said. And on the moon's image were sequentially 
reflected his political idols—Engels, Marx, Castro, Mao. 
. . . All passed in review as the shadows seemed to move. 
Last he saw what he described as the face of Jesus 
Christ. " I sweated and trembled," Cleaver recalled, "and 
then started crying; I couldn't stop crying. I fell on my 
knees and recited the 23rd Psalm and the Lord's Prayer ." 
Afterward Cleaver said he went to bed and "had the best 
night's sleep I have ever had." The following morning, he 
said, the plan for his return to the United States "which in-
volved surrender" was formed. 
That historic night on the balcony was a turning point, 
Cleaver declared. " I view this night as my conversion 
experience because I was not the same after it as before. 
When reports of Cleaver's "jail-cell conversion" filtered 
out last March the man was incensed, because he felt the 
news did not adequately detail his lengthy spiritual 
pilgrimage and appeared to be a phony ploy to assist in his 
release. He feared also that financial support from former 
associates for his defense fund would dry up. 
Although they did indeed dry up to a large extent new 
ones replaced them. Arthur DeMoss, a Pennsylvania in-
surance executive, visited Cleaver in jail and "took me 
through the Scriptures," he told Chandler. DeMoss also 
put up $50,000 in Pennsylvania highway bonds toward the 
$100,000 bail that freed Cleaver in August. The move was 
to Cleaver "a complete surprise." 
He and his wife, Kathleen (who was at first somewhat 
unsympathetic toward her husband's spiritual rebirth) 
have met in Washington, D.C., with Charles Colson, a 
convicted Watergate figure who had also undergone a pro-
found religious experience. Mrs. Cleaver is now reading 
Colson's book Born Again and has "mellowed" in her 
spiritual outlook, according to her husband. 
Cleaver met for several hours with Evangelist Billy 
Graham during the San Diego Crusade in August, seek-
ing spiritual counsel. The two men "shared prayer to-
gether." 
" I want to share my experiences of the last few years . . . 
particularly on the college campuses," Cleaver explained. 
He added that he is concerned about what he perceives as 
the international communist movement bent upon coloniz-
ing the world, isolating the United States and taking it 
over eventually. 
Cleaver says he is resigned " to the will of the Lord" 
about whether he will go to prison for the shooting charges 
pending against him. 
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